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                    Abstract

On 24th May 2000, the last Israeli troops left Southern Lebanon, marking the end of an occupation that had lasted almost twenty years. This step may have opened the gates for reconciliation between Israel and its Arab neighbours. The claims of revenge for the mutually endured sufferings may nonetheless require the creation of a truth and reconciliation commission or a tribunal ready to investigate the alleged perpetration of war crimes by both sides. This article tries to analyze the legal validity of one of these allegations, that is the responsibility of Israeli and Southern Lebanese commanders for the use of torture as an interrogation method at Khiam detention centre, in South Lebanon. By reference to this case study, it aims at solving the question whether regular army commanders can be liable for the actions of ‘proxy’ militias and whether the doctrine of command responsibility extends to the leaders of irregular groups.
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